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Give God the Primary Place in Your Life
BY RITA BENNETT, WORSHIP COLUMNIST

LORD (YHVH), is the proper
name of God and Roi is one of His ti-
tlesasthe good the great, the Chief

- Shepherd.
HaYahveh Roi
meansthe Lord
is Shepherd of
me (translitera-
tion).

Shepherd
comes from
one Hebrew
letter resh, and
the word head begins with it pro-
nounced rosh. To help you visual-
ize this Hebrew letter resh, it looks
like a shepherd’s crook or curved
staff. In the historical church, bish-
ops and archbishops during spe-
cial services process into a church
with staff in hand showing they are
shepherds under God.

The LORD is the head person
in charge of the flock. There must
be one central person in charge,
otherwise it can cause chaos for
the sheep. They may become con-
fused in the direction they must go
for safety, water, food, and rest.

PEOPLE OF THE BOOK

This is also why there is one
central Book that both the Chris-
tian Church and the Jewish Con-
gregations see as primary, and
that is the Bible. For the Jew, the
Bible includes 39 books, and for the
Christian, 66 books.

The Jew has One God. The Sha-
ma: Hear, Israel! Adonai (LORD) our
God, Adonai is one (Deuteronomy 6:4).

The Christian has One God.
Apostles’ Creed: | believe in One

God [Yahveh], Creator of heaven
and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ
[Yeshua ha Mashiach] His only Son
our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit [Ruach ha
Kodesh] (Book of Common Prayer,
1979).

I SHALL NOT WANT

The Lord is my Shepherd; |
shall not want. Just as sheep feel
no anxiety, because their shepherd
sees to their every need, so do we
express our complete contentment
in the knowledge that God will not
deny us any legitimate need (Te-
hillim, p. 56 Rashi).

That's quite an encouraging
biblical promise for the world to-
day. America has had its ups and
downs, but in the past we have
always been there to help other
countries during environmental
challenges or financial needs.

My dad was born in 1893, and
at the age of 16 during the finan-
cial depression he had to leave his
home in Port Huron, Michigan, and
catch a train to the big city of De-
troit. As an assertive Scotsman, he
walked into the office of the presi-
dent of the Postal Service, and land-
ed a job. In those days, the postal
delivery was done with horse and
buggy.

There have been other times of
financial depression in our country,
including market crashes. But dur-
ing my lifespan, | have never before
seen the challenging conditions
we are presently experiencing.
Over 100 banks have failed in this
last year. America is in debt, even

needing to borrow survival money
from other nations. If there are les-
sons we need to learn, let’s find out
what they are, and soon.

THE LORD LOVES US

| like Rabbi Rashi’s quote, God
will not deny us any legitimate
need. We Americans may have to
tighten our belts. Many have over-
spent by misusing credit cards, and
a lot of those material things we
have bought were not legitimate
needs.

Psalm 34 says to us, “Oh, taste
and see that the LORD is good;
Blessed is the man who trusts in
Him! Oh, fear the LORD, you His
saints. There is no want to those
who fear Him. The young lions lack
and suffer hunger; but those who
seek the LORD shall not lack any
good thing” (verses 8-10).

WHAT WE CAN DO TO BE BLESSED:
« Partake of the Lord and His Word
« Trustin Him

+ Fear the Lord hold Him in awe

+ Seek the Lord

+ God has the answers for your life.
« He will guide you as you give Him
the primary place in your life.

(Join me for the “Psalm 23 Se-
ries” next time.)
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